Beehive Prep School - History Knowledge Organiser

Prep Class - Autumn 1

Topic: The Shang Dynasty

What I already know:

. History follows a timeline

. Dynasties and civilisations
have things in common like
amazing inventions and power-

What will I know by the end of this unit?

ful rulers
Key words:
Dynasty A series of rulers

who all come from
the same family.

An object made by a
person long ago,
found by
archaeologists.

Archaeologist | A person who stud-
ies the past by dig-
ging up and examin-
ing objects.

Animal bones or
turtle shells Shang
priests used to pre-
dict the future.

Oracle
bones

Ancestor A family member
from long ago who

has died.

A hard metal made
by mixing copper
and tin fogether.

Bronze

Nobles Wealthy, high-
ranking people who
helped the king to

rule.

Lesson I: . The Shang Dynasty was one of the earliest civilisations in
Where and China.
when was | It began around 1600 BC and ended around 1046 BC —
the Shang that's over 3,000 years ago!
Dynasty?
Lesson 2: [ Shang society was arranged like a pyramid. ]
Everyone had a different role to keep the kingdom strong.
Shar;\g society
— who was in
charge? rlf.l k;N..g.smm powerhl

and performed important
religious ceremonies.

NOBLES

He ruled the land, led the army,

Nobles were close to
the king. They helped
rule the kingdom,
owned land, and led

the army.

CRAFTSMEN

AND FARMERS

They made tools, pottery,
bronze objects, and

grew food to support

everyone.

SLAVES
Slaves were at the

bottom. They did the
hardest work and had
no freedom.

Lesson 3: .
Amazing
Shang .

achievements

The Shang were expert bronze workers, casting weapons,

tools and ritual pots.

They developed one of the earliest forms of Chinese

writing, using pictograms.

1

Where in the world?

China is a huge country in East
Asia.

Lesson 4. .

Beliefs and
oracle bones

The Shang people believed in many gods, spirits and a

supreme god called Di.

Priests used oracle bones to ask questions.

Lesson b & 6: | o

What impact
did the
Shang have
on today?

Shang silk helped start early trade routes between China

and other lands.
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