
Beehive Prep School – Geography Knowledge Organiser 

Prep Class Autumn 1 Topic: Mapping Skills — The British Isles  

What I already know 

• A map shows what a place 
looks like from above (a 
bird's-eye view). 

• Maps use symbols to repre-
sent real things, and a key 
explains what each symbol 
means. 

• A compass has four main 
points: North, East, South 
and West. 

Key words: 

 

Lesson 1: 

The eight points 
of a compass 

• A compass has eight main points: North, North-
East, East, South-East, South, South-West, 
West and North-West. 

• We can use these eight points to describe direc-
tion and location much more precisely than just 
N, S, E and W.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 2: 

Four-figure 
grid references  

• Ordnance Survey maps are divided into a grid of 
numbered squares, using eastings (across) and 
northings (up). 

• A four-figure grid reference uses two eastings 
numbers and two northings numbers to identify 
one exact square on a map — eastings are always 
read first.  

 
 

Lesson 3: 

Maps, symbols 
and keys  

 

• Ordnance Survey maps use standard symbols that 
are the same on every map, so anyone in the coun-
try can read them. 

• Common symbols include roads, railways, build-
ings, post offices and car parks — the key tells us 
what each one means.  

 
 
 

Lesson 4: 

Exploring the 
European         
continent  

• Europe is one of the world's seven continents and 
is made up of many different countries, including 
the United Kingdom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 5 & 6: 

Creating our own 
map of the 
school or local 
area  

 

• We can survey our school or local area and draw 
an accurate map using standard symbols, a key 
and compass directions. 

• Using agreed symbols (instead of inventing our 
own) means anyone can understand our map, just 
like a real Ordnance Survey map.  

What will I know by the end of this unit? 

Compass  

 

A tool that shows 
direction. It has 
eight main points.  

8 compass 
points  

N, NE, E, SE, S, 
SW, W, NW — 
used to give more 
precise directions. 

Grid    
reference 

  

A set of numbers 
used to find an 
exact square on a 
map.  

Eastings  The numbers along 
the bottom of a 
map, counted left 
to right. 

Northings  The numbers up 
the side of a map, 
counted bottom to 
top.  

Symbol  A small picture on 
a map that stands 
for something real, 
like a church or a 
car park.  

Ordnance 
Survey 
(OS)  

The organisation 
that makes the 
UK's detailed,  
official maps.  

Human   
feature  

Something built by 
people, like a 
bridge, city or 
road. 

Physical 
feature  

 

Something natural 
in the landscape, 
like a mountain, 
river or coastline.  


