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What I already know 

• My external body parts - head, neck, arms, elbows and 

knees 

• Humans and other animals need water, food and air to 

survive 

• I can name a variety of animals - fish, amphibians,  

reptiles, birds and mammals 
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Lesson 1: 

Bones in the Human 
Body 

 

The human skeleton is made up of lots 
of different bones.  

An adult human typically has 206 
bones that make up the skeleton.  

The skull, spine (backbone), ribcage, 
pelvis and femur are bones within the 
skeleton.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2: 

Functions of a skeleton 

Bones have specific functions.  

The skull protects the brain.  

The femur helps humans to stand and 
move.  

The pelvis helps to support the spine. 

The spine helps humans to twist and 
stay upright.  

The ribcage protects the heart and 
lungs.  

Lesson 3: 

Bones in animals 

Mammals, birds, fish, amphibians and 
reptiles have a skeleton.  

Animal skeletons are made up of lots 
of different bones.  

Lesson 4: 

Animals with and with-
out a spine 

Some animals have a spine.  

Some animals do not have a spine.  

Some animals have an exoskeleton.  

An exoskeleton provides support and 
protection  

 

 

 

Lesson 5: 

Are all skeletons the 
same? 

      Penguin 

 

Animals have different skeletons.  

All mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and 
amphibians have a spine.  

Some animals do not have a spine.   

Skeletons provide support and protec-
tion and allow movement.  
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What will I know by the end of this unit? 

Working Scientifically Skills: 

 

A collection of bones that 
provides protection and 
supports movement. 

 
 
The bones in the head that 
protect the brain. 

 
 

Group of small bones in the 
back that support move-
ment  
 

Curved bones in the chest 
that  protect the heart 
and lungs  
 

 

A rounded “bowl-like” set 
of bones that connects the 
spine to the legs  
 

 

A long bone in the upper 
leg that supports move-
ment  
 

Type of skeleton on the 
outside of an animal’s body 
that provides support and 
protection. 
 

Organs on an insect’s head, 
used for touch and smell  


